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WELCOME to the Ouachita National Forest! Often it is
only trees we think of when forests are mentioned.
However, amidst the trees are hidden treasures —
plants, animals, rocks, mincrals, soils, water and air.
All interact together to form a dynamie, living network
— the forest ecosystem.

Drive this auto tour and take a closer look at your
national forest. Touch a rock fold, pick up a crystal,
drive along a streamside woodland and explore an old-
gmwm forest, See h@w natural forces human demands

This 21 mile tour will take approximately | hour to
drive. Plan extra time if you are going to hike to:
Crystal Vista, The tour begins at theWomble Visitor
Information and Ranger Station on Highway 270 East,
turns south onto Logan Gap Road and continues east
and west on Forest Road 177 and Forest Road 2237.
The tour continues north on Highway 27 to Mt. Ida and
then east on Highway 270 returning to the Womble
Ranger Station.

Appnxlmatcly one lmlf of th& route is paved highway
and the rest is gravel roads maintained for automobile
traffic. There will be several dirt roads leading off into
the forest. Often these roads will not be kept in a
condition suitable for passenger vehicles so please stay
on the designated route. All mtermctlnns and stops are
marked with signs.

wlivnal

- Information and Ranger
=2 Station

(The starion fs locared on Highway 270 E, east of Mt. Ida.)

ﬁ Womble Visitor

CoME IN AND VISIT = Here you can find information on
campgrounds, trails and picnic areas within the national
forest. Local community information is also available.
Permits for collecting forest products such as firewood and
rocks are issued here. Check out the aguarium in the front
office. It is filled with fish and animals that live in local

slreams.

The Seed Orchard

(From the ranger station travel 1.9 miles east on Highway
270, Turn north onte Forest Road 859-1, Arthe "¥" 1ake
a right onte Forest Road 859-2, The seed orchard is 0.6

mile from Highway 270.)

PLANTING FOR THE FUTURE - For 30 years, this 700-
acre Forest Service facility has been devoted to growing
superior trees. Tornados, wind storms, and bug infestations
often strip a forest of its trees. Seedlings generated from the
seeds grown here have been used to replant areas in
Arkansas, Qklahoma and Missouri.

You are welcome to visit the facilily, open most week
days. If the gates are closed, feel free to park at the gate,
walk in and take a look.

Not all trees are alike, Some grow bigger, faster, and
straighter, These are the ones that we collect seed from
because they are more likely to produce the same qualities in
their offspring. The trees you see have been selected by
Forest Scrvice tree experts using a long list of criteria. The
goal is to develop luture trees with superior growth rate,
discase and pest resistance, survival rate, and form (shape)
characteristics.



these roads. Land ownership patterns ate often
pachy within the Ouachita National Forest
public Tand boundaries.
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— Ocus Stanley Fold

%ﬂﬂ;’:‘ (Travel east on Highway 270 for 2.6 miles. Twrn south on
to Logan Gap Road, 0.25 mile west of the Mt. Ida Airporr,
Tour Stop| prive I mile south on Logan Gap Read, Ar this point, the
road will cut through a hill. Stop at the tour stop sign,
Look art the exposed rock layers, )

ForLpinG UNDER PRESSURE - A continental shoving
match caused the folded rocks you see in the hillside wall
along the road. About 300 million years ago, long before
humans walked the earth, the North American and South
American continents collided. For about 100 million years a
shoving match between the two continents pushed up, broke
and [olded the rocks and earth. The result — the Ouachita
Mountains, however not exactly the mountains you see
today!

Following this shoving match, the Quachitas may have
been 5,000 to 10,000 feet high. Weathering and erosion
slowly whittled the range down to the present size, with the
?ighesl point being a little more than 2,750 feet above sea
evel.

Lil’ Blue Phantom Mine

(AF the intersection of Farest Road 177 and Logan Gap
Road turn east and travel 1 mile. At the sign for the mine
park your car off the roud and walk up the old read 100 feet. At the
“Y'" in the road turn right. Comtinue on for another 500 feet. The road
ends at a beauriful grass covered opening.)

FroMm TRrREES TO CRYSTALS TO WILDLIFE - The use
of this area has changed dramatically in the last several
decades. In the early 1970s, this space supported a pine
and hardwood forest. Harvested in the late 1970's, it was
replanted with pines in 1980.

Quartz crystals were discovered here in the mid-1980°s
and a mining contract was issued. Because the crystals are
hidden below the surface, miners often dig rather large holes
to find them. The crystal vein played out and the mine was
closed in 1990.

Miners on national forest lands are required to restore all
land damaged by their mining operations. A bond issued at
the time of the contract helped pay to restore this area. The
hole was filled and the area seeded with grass.

This opening, created by the mining operation, allows
grasses and tender shoots to grow that normally would not if
the land had not been disturbed. This provides abundant
food for wildlife such as deer, wild turkeys, and bear.
Approach quietly, and you may catch some of the wild
residents eating, socializing or just enjoying the sun.

(After returning to your car, take Farest Road 177 west back to the
intersection of Logan Gap Rd. Continue west on Forest Road 177, At
this point you will begin traveling along a small stream narth

of the road.)
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-~ TwiNn CREEK

- WeTr, Wirp AN WONDERFUL - Small -mmmude
areas like the one you are driving by on Forest Road
177 are critical for forest wildlife and neighboring

- human communities. Twin Creek and other streams in
the Ouachita Mountains eventually make their way into
municipal water supplies. Perhaps some of the water

. you drank today originated in this stream!

Wildlife also depends on these streams for water. The
- woodlands surrounding the streams provide food and
cover for animals, Like giant {ilters, shrubs and trees
also prevent soil and debris from washing into the
water. g H

From mining, to timber harvesting, to developing
recreation facilities, any activity in the national forest
must prove that it will not harm streamside woodlands.
Protecting these areas assures such forest benefits as

. clean water, w:lditfe vm‘iet:,r am! scenic beauty.

Shortleaf Pine Study
Area

(Go 0.9 mile west of the intersection of Logan Gap Road and Forest
Road [77 to a ymall study area, Look east of the road for trees postéd

with small vellow and black signs saving, "Experimental Area”.)

WarcHING THE TREES GROW - Notice many of the
trees are marked with paint. The trees in this area are parl
of the shortleaf pine study area. Every 10 years Forest
Service researchers measure many of these trees Lo see how
much they have grown. They can use this data to calculate
health and estimate growth rates of similar pine forests.

'\ Crips OFF 'mz Gm MOHNTMN - Ag you bﬁgm :
climbing the ridge, you will see an increase of seattared
. rocks and rock formations. The Crystal Mountain
ke Eﬂndsfmm one of the major components of these hﬂ!s.
is thuught to be about 500 million years old. Arkansas
_ was once an ocean very much like mday sﬁujfnf
- Mexico, whose floor was mostly sand and mud,
Eventually the water receded and the sand and nm&
hardﬂicd into shale and smrdsmue layiarzﬁ one. tm t@p uf
" 'the other. i

~ Piles of rock in this area are what is left of mountain

peaks that 250 million years ago may have been
comparable in size to the Sierra Nevada and Rocky

Mountain ranges today. The Ouachita mountains are an
old range growing shorter through natural erosion.
Mountain building processes such as continental

collisions, volcanoes and earthquakes are no longer
active. The abundance of rocks makes this area a
popular rock collection area. Professional stone masons
and home owners from the area gel permission from the
local ranger o collect building stone,

Crystal Mountain
Scenic Area

(A sign on the north side of Forest Road 177 is posted 1.6

meiles from the Study Area. Travel 0.3 mile farther to a larger sign an the
south side of the road, The sign explains the significance of this area.)

Tour Stop

Oup Forests To Go with OLp HILLS - The average
age of the trees in the Crystal Mountain Scenic Area is its
claim to fame. Although not as old as the sandstone, at 300
years of age, these trees are old in comparison to others in the
area. Like any other living thing, trees and forests go through




life stages. Each stage has special qualilies advantageous
for different animals and plants, One example is the once
common red-cockaded woodpecker who prefers old hollow
pines for nesting sites. Preserving old-growth forests may be
crucial to the survival of many species such as the red cockaded
woodpecker, dependent on the special environmental
conditions created by this life stage.

A Sk TRIP 1O
COLLIER SPRING

(Fram the Intersection of Forest Road 2237 and Furest
" Road 177, ravet south ont Forest Road I??f:tr 1 milel)

‘Enjoy the delightful natural forest setting

surrounding this flowing spring. A gmatplm-
m 5bnp fﬂl’ a plm:uc. ﬂ]]ﬁ ra’mute site hﬂs tab[es,

Crystal Vista

Chinchits
%N'Fg:m (Crystal Vista is 1.9 miles west of the Crystal Mountain Scenic
Aren. From the scenic area travel west on Forest Road 177,
Tour Stop At the intersection continue Iraw!'mg west an Forest Road
2237 (Owley Roud). You will find a small parking area on the
north side of the read. Park here and hike to the top of the road to a

reclaimed quartz mine. )

HippEN TREASURE - Recently, 4 local miner and the
Forest Service did something a little different. Instead of just
rehabilitating the old mine site they decided to create a
recreation area. Working together, a mine was transformed into
a public rock-hounding site. This ridgetop mine produced an
abundance of quartz crystal in the 6 years it had been in
operation. When the mine was closed, a bulldozer was brought
in o stabilize slopes and eliminate hazards. Grass seed was
planted in places where soils might erode.

Today, anyone can hike up the road about a mile and collect
quartz crystals from the surlace of the reclaimed mine, This
public collection area is the first of its kind in this forest.

Al Crystal Vista, walk to the top of the ridge and enjoy the
beautiful views to the north and south. Notice that this ridge
and adjacent ridges run east and west. This is a typical feature
of the Ouachita Mountains, onc of the few ranges in the world
that runs east to west,

Remember, while at Crystal Vista use hand tools only to
recover crystals, Crystal collected must be for personal use
and not for resale.

Mt. Ida

(Cantiniee west on Forest Road 2237 for 4.1 miles. At the
Jumction turn north on Stare Highway 27, This Highwey will
take vou into ML fde )

CRYSTAL CAPITAL - The county scat for Montgomery
County since 1842, this easy-going rural communily is known
for its “country style” cooking and rock shops. Quartz crystal
is the star attraction. This lovely mineral is prized by collectors,
sold as ornaments and made into jewelry. If you prefer to dig
your own, contact one of the many local rock merchants who
offer this opportunity for a small fee,

Don’t miss the Quartz, Quilts and Craft Fair in October!
The World Championship Dig is held here every year along
with a quill judging and craft show.

Much of the economy of this community is based in
agriculture and tourism. Lakes and rivers in the area offer great
fishing. Canoeing is popular on the Quachita and Caddo
Rivers. Lake Ouachita abounds with boating and water sport
opportunities, campgrounds and hiking trails. Check with the
local Chamber of Commerce or the Forest Service office in Mt.
Ida for information.

{ Highway 27 combines with Highway 270 in Mt lda. Turn east on
Highway 270 to retwrn to the ranger station or go to Hot Springs.)




We hope you enjoyed this tour of your na-
tional forest. The Ouachita National Forest is
an extraordinary place to visit, and this drive
highlights just a few of its many treasures. All
of this has been brought to you through the
combined efforts of the USDA Forest Service
and thie support of volunteers and partnerships.
If you would like to become more involved
and learn more about what is going on with

- your National Forests, please feel free to
contact us at any of the offices scattered
throughout the forest. Remember...this is your
land!

Special thanks to the Arkansas Geological Commission in
Little Rock for assistance in developing this brochure.

For more information, contact:

Ouachita National Forest Womble Ranger District
P.O. Box 1270 HC 63, Box 115 B

Hot Springs, AR 71902 Mount Ida, AR 71957
Telephone 501-321-5202  Telephone 870-867-2101

The LL5. Department of Agrienltire (IISDA) prohibits diserimination in all its programs
sl wctivities on the busis of mee, color, mtional onigin, age, disability, wd where appli-
enble, sex, marital status, fanilial stats, parcotal stans, reliston, sexual oricntation,
m:mﬁmummiﬂulb:hcﬁ,mmmlﬂwpmnfmmdmm
income is derived from any public assistance program. (Nat all prohibited hases apply to
all progres. } Persons with disabilities who require altenutive means for connmuea-
tion of propram information (Braille, large print, audiotaps, ete.) should contact USDA's
TARGET Center at { 202) T20-2600 {m:aﬂd D),

To fle n complaint of diverimation, wiile to USDA, Duector, Office of Civil Riglhts,
1400 Independence Avenue, 5.W., Washington, DU 20250-0410, or call (500) 795-3272
(varee) or (202) T20-6382 (TDD), USDA 15 an equal opporfunity provider and an-

ployer™
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